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Who are we?

http://ec.europa.eu/eaci
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What do we do?
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Why an EU programme on Eco-innovation?

� Lisbon strategy:
An economy based on knowledge 
and innovation

� Council March 2007: 
Ambitious strategy to promote Eco-
innovation

� ETAP – Environmental 
Technologies Action Plan

Good for business, good for the environment
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� New services: 
greening businesses

� New processes: 
cleaner production

� New management
methods, new technologies 
and products

What is eco-innovation? 

« All forms of innovation reducing environmental 
impacts and/or optimising the use of resources »

Good for business, good for the environment
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� Support the first applications and market uptake of  innovative 
products, processes and services

� Aim at bridging the gap between Research & Developm ent and 
commercialisation

� Remove obstacles to the wide application of eco-inn ovation

� Create and enlarge markets, with a strong emphasis on SMEs 

� It is run by the EACI in close cooperation with DG Environment

First Application and Market replication 
projects ~€195 million (2008-2013)
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2008 call by priority sector

� 44 out of 134 project 
proposals selected

� €28 million EU funding 
to mobilise €60 million

� Same sectors in 2009

Selected projects

Recycling
64%

Green 
Business

13%

Food and 
Drink
9%

Buildings
14%
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2008 call by country and organisation type

� ~175 partners in total

� >70% SMEs (focus)

� ~90% private sector
participation

� 26 countries involved

� Mostly international 
consortia

Countries involved in approved projects
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� Second Call: 17 April with a closing date of
10 September 2009, 17h00:00

� Electronic submission (EPSS)

� Evaluation: end of 2009

� First projects start March/April 2010

� 50% funding rate of eligible costs

� Max 3 years contract duration

� Expert evaluators that would like to assist in the 
evaluation can register in our database

� ~32m€ for ~40 projects

Call planning 2009

Market replication 
projects
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Indicators (xls-sheet in Part C)
� Improved Environmental Performance

� Greenhouse gas emissions 
� Air quality 
� Reduction / substitution of dangerous substances 
� Waste management

� Better use of natural resources
� Reduced resource consumption (excluding energy)
� Water
� Energy 

� Economic Performance/Market Replication
� Business development / Market replication
� Market potential
� Entry in new transnational markets
� Entry into different sectors
� Reduction of cost per unit or process
� Payback Time

� Patents



11
Better approaches to commercialisation of R&D resul ts – Brussels, 25 June 2009

Realistic bottom up costing is required !
� Direct staff costs – hourly costs must equal actual salary (from pay 

slips) + social charges
Be sure you can substantiate staff costs (eg: copie s of payslips)

� Equipment and infrastructure (depreciated, only parts for innovative 
action)

� Sub-contracts to specialised professionals, but not  core tasks – up to 
35% of total eligible costs

� Meetings and travel – budget should be reasonable 

� Other specific cost (not: electricity & gas)

� 7% of the total eligible direct costs for overheads

� No profit

� No research activities
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Intellectual Property Rights Issues

� Participants need to provide scientific and technic al 
information to the Commission, both in the proposal  and the 
project deliverables.

� The CIP Eco-innovation programme requests you to sh are 
information and disseminate project results 

� Service by the European Commission to assist with the  
protection of IPR: http://www.ipr-helpdesk.org/home.html

� For regulation of IPR within the consortium, a cons ortium 
agreement might be set up .
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How will proposals be evaluated?

� Fair and equal treatment of all proposers:
� Based on the criteria announced in the Call
� Confidential process, no conflicts of interest
� Independent external experts as advisers

� Four successive checks:
1. Eligibility criteria (yes/no)
2. Exclusion Criteria (yes/no)
3. Selection criteria (yes/no)
4. Award criteria (scores)
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� 27 EU Member States

� EFTA countries, which are members of the EEA: 
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 

� Plus (provided the MoU is in force):
� Croatia
� Turkey
� Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
� Montenegro
� Israel
� Serbia
� Further countries depending on bilateral agreements

� Emphasis on SMEs

� One partner is formally sufficient, but: EU added
value and replication factor are important to show!

Call for proposals 2009: Some Eligibility Criteria

First application and 
market replication 

projects

Any legal person who is located in one of the following cou ntries:
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� Relevance of the action (7 of 10): policy 
framework, innovation, substantial environmental 
benefits & SMEs

� Quality of the proposed actions (6 of 10):
Soundness and coherence of project from the 
technical and project management perspective;

� Impact on target audience (6 of 10): Replication 
during and after the project, exploitation & business 
approach

� Budget and cost-effectiveness (6 of 10):
appropriate level of effort per task/partner, justified 
costs, notably equipment cofinancing

� European added value (6 of 10)

Call for proposals 2009: Award Criteria

First application and 
market replication 

projects

You need to reach the threshold of each criterion (x of 10) and a total 
threshold of at least 34
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No formal criterion of international partnership.
However, European added value of Eco-Innovation 

projects is part of the award criteria: 

� Value generated by the project being a European pro ject as 
compared to local, regional & national actions

� EU dimension of the market barriers
� Level of European Cooperation in the projetct
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� Problem:
Leather tanning is polluting – most 
leftovers are put into landfill 

� Proposed solution:
Create organic fertilizer from leather      
meal with dewatered leather sludge

� Potential: 
Production and sales of 36,000 tons 
of integrated leather meal per year

FERTILANDIA
Tannery waste as fertiliser
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� Construction of a pilot plant with 
innovative metal recycling system

� Heavy metals – mainly nickel - are 
precipitated from the waste water 
stream and selectively extracted for 
future utilisation 

� Replication potential in surface               
engineering

ECOMETRE
Ecological metal recycling
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� Objective:
to guarantee reliable quality of 
recycled plastics

� Benefits:
waste collectors have a standard EU 
tool to guarantee that delivered waste 
will be recycled in a sustainable 
manner; increased transparency also 
for consumers

EU CERTPLAST
European certification of plastics recyclers
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WINENVIRONMENT
Reducing the impact of wine production

� Problem:
Producing one liter of wine requires five liters of  water; most wine 
growers use pesticides and phytosanitary products 

� Proposed solution:
New filtration and product recovery systems + an en vironmental and 
quality management methodology for validation
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Eco-Innovation website as source of information

� Newsflash 
subscription

� Call for proposals

� Guide for proposers

� Frequently asked 
questions

� Contact

� Link to EPSS

http://ec.europa.eu/ecoinnovationhttp://ec.europa.eu/ecoinnovation
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� Projects oriented to public authorities should be presen ted to 
LIFE+ http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/index.htm

� Projects at research stage with high technology risks: DG  RTD 
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html

� Projects focusing on energy efficiency or renewable ener gy
sources: Intelligent Energy Europe 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/index_en.htm l

� Projects focusing on land-use, urban planning and w ater 
management: LIFE+ or to DG RTD

Eco-innovation First Application and market replica tion:
Borderline to other funding programmes



Thank you very much
For questions: contact our mailbox at

eaci-eco-innovation-enquiries@ec.europa.eu


