
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Horizon Europe introduced the ambition of developing and implementing missions to maximise the 
impact of EU support to research and innovation and demonstrate its relevance for society and 
citizens. Missions in Horizon Europe will be high-ambition, high-profile initiatives with the aim to 
deliver a transformative impact for society, the economy, and/or environment, in relation to key 
challenges faced by European citizens. They will require identifying a well-defined end-point against 
which to measure success. They will also entail the development of a systemic approach to meeting 
a challenge, combining new knowledge and technology with business model, finance, regulatory, 
governance, skills and social innovation. 
 
Mission Boards have been set up to advise the Commission on the identification and design of one or 
more possible specific missions within the scope of the defined mission area, with their respective 
objectives, indicators and timelines.  
 
Starting with a short report on the potential missions, the Mission Boards will be working towards a 
draft list of specific missions is to be identified in the Horizon Europe Strategic Plan, with each 
including descriptions of: 

• objectives of the mission incl. justification (business case) such as EU added value, economic, 
social and environmental benefit and, target and expected impact of the mission; 

• degree of technical challenge, and feasibility; 

• overall policy for portfolio composition (the main building blocks of the mission), including 
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs), possible framework conditions to be developed or 
modified, such as standards or regulatory needs, potential for synergies with other EU funds 
and policies, potential for synergies with Member States' actions. 

 
In order to provide inputs to the Mission Board and the Mission Assembly, we will collect views from 
ERRIN members considering the mission area on climate neutral and smart cities.  

 
 

1. Does your city/region have a target of becoming climate neutral? If yes, with what time 
frame? Key pillars identified for reaching the target? 

 
 
 

Setting the scene 

   Climate neutral and smart cities 
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2. What is the single most important action that you would need to implement to turn your 

city into the right path of becoming climate neutral? 
 

 
3. Do you implement mission oriented or challenge driven initiatives that support your city 

to reach the climate objectives? Can you give an example? 
 

 
4. How do you engage with the wider ecosystem (research community, companies, and civil 

society)? Is the engagement continuous? Can you give an example? 
 

 
5. What are your key challenges? (social inclusion, funding, …) Where are the biggest support 

needs when it comes to reaching your climate objectives?  
 

 
6. Any other comments, messages, examples? 
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