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CULTURAL HERITAGE & TOURISM WORKING GROUP 

ANNUAL PLAN 2020 

 

WORKING GROUP LEADERS  

• Mariachiara Esposito, Tuscany Region (IT) 

• Martina Hilger, Free Hanseatic City of Bremen (DE) 

• Pieter Jasperse, REWIN West Brabant (NL) 

• Francisco Vigalondo, Aragón Exterior (ES) 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The Cultural Heritage and Tourism Working Group focuses on investigating R&I-related measures to 

mitigate the environmental and social impact of touristic flows and encourage the transition towards 

sustainable tourism and cultural policies and practices; it supports ERRIN members in the uptake of 

digitalisation and the development of skills and competences in the Cultural Heritage and Tourism 

sectors. Finally, the Working Group aims at providing early information to members on cultural 

heritage and tourism policy future strands, financial tools, inter-regional joint activities, EU calls. 

 

CONTEXT 

What are the key EU level priorities, strategies, and events that the Working Group aims to follow 

up in 2020? 

Sustainability of Heritage buildings and sites, preservation of natural and cultural heritage, 

Digitalisation, Skills, Sustainable and Cultural Tourism. 

 

Which funding programmes are important for the Working Group and how does the WG aim to 

facilitate project development?  

• ERASMUS+ 

• Interreg 

• Horizon Europe  

• Creative Europe 

 

A key driver for facilitating project development is to act in synergies with respective regions and 

members of the WG as well as to strengthen the interactions with EC DGs to anticipate the 

identification of strategic Calls. 
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How does the group support partnership building (e.g. S3 partnerships) and collaborate with other 

European organisations or networks?  

Continue synergies with DG EAC and investigate links with UNESCO, further collaboration with 

Tourism Manifesto signatories, follow development of S3 Partnership on Cultural and Creative 

Regional Ecosystems. 

 

ACTIVITIES  

Digitalisation and Cultural Heritage with ICT 
26 March 2020 

• Explore European Initiatives, networks and funding programmes 

• Taking stock of the experience from the Time Machine project 

• Reinforce the visibility of cultural assets and cultural heritage potential for advanced 

digitalisation initiatives 

• Analyse the need for more EU funding to contribute to digitalisation policies and practises in 

support of dispersed heritage across Europe 

• Gathering regional case studies as evidence-based material for advocacy (this action could be 

promoted as a result of the meeting to continue the process of cooperation with the ICT WG 

on these very relevant matters for both WGs) 

 

Cultural Heritage Cloud 
May 

State of play and opportunities in 2020. 

 

Preserving natural heritage in high-demand EU winter destinations 
June 

This will be an EU Green Week partner event and it will focus on:  

• Climate change mitigation 

• International tourist flows 

• Social innovation, promotion of new skills and new jobs 

 

Cultural heritage support actions in Climate Change mitigation and adaptation  
September/October 

A joint Tourism & Cultural Heritage and Energy & Climate Change WG Meeting will look at the climate 

change mitigation and adaptation (buildings, sites, monuments and landscape sustainability) as well 

as the promotion of cultural policies (e.g. reuse of urban spaces and buildings for cultural aims) as a 
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driver of sustainability. To be linked with the Sustainable built environment research and innovation 

partnership under Horizon Europe. 

 

Sport Events Tourism’s impact on European regions and cities 
September/October 

This meeting will look at social innovation, promotion of new skills and new jobs, as well as investigate 

the connection with smart specialisation strategies and the promotion of innovative sport-related 

actions in regional funding and measures. 

 

 

 


