LOW CARBON CLUSTER
ANNUAL WORK PLAN 2026

CLUSTER DESCRIPTION AND KEY PRIORITIES

ERRIN’s Low Carbon Cluster brings together the activities of the Energy & Clean Transition Working
Group, Smart Cities Working Group and Transport Working Group, fostering collaboration to address
key EU priorities while enhancing the R&I capacities of ERRIN members’ regional innovation
ecosystems. Operating as a Cluster enables the Working Groups to deliver more impactful messages
with a collective voice, enhancing their influence on key EU strategies and initiatives. The cross-
sectoral perspective further fosters innovative, holistic approaches to complex challenges while
enhancing collaboration.

The Low Carbon Cluster actively engages with major EU initiatives and strategies, including the
Horizon Europe Programme, its European Partnerships and the Mission on 100 climate-neutral and
smart cities by 2030 (Cities Mission). Key workstreams in 2026 include the EU Agenda for Cities,
sustainable and affordable housing, the Hydrogen and Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys, sustainable
and smart mobility, while closely monitoring their evolution and funding implications in the context
of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) post-2027. In addition, the Cluster will reinforce its
advocacy and outreach efforts in 2026 through targeted engagement with key EU institutional
stakeholders, including the European Commission, Members of the European Parliament and Member
States’ representatives, via dedicated meetings and exchanges throughout the year, complementing
its event-based activities and ensuring timely input into relevant policy and funding discussions.

Additionally, the Cluster gathers and shares intelligence to promote interregional knowledge
exchange and support the development of partnerships. It does so, among others, with the aim of
strengthening members’ engagement in the Cities Mission, the Working Groups under this Cluster
regularly engage with the Mission Secretariat to discuss and influence the implementation of the
Mission in 2026, while also contributing to reflections on the continuation, strategic orientation and
integration of the Mission within the MFF post-2027 and in particular in Horizon Europe and in the
European Competitiveness Fund (ECF).

Moreover, ERRIN’s involvement in the NetZeroCities project, the platform currently driving the
implementation of the Cities Mission, ensures that Low Carbon Cluster members receive timely, first-
hand information about the opportunities it provides. The Cluster leads the work on establishing
strategic partnerships between NetZeroCities and other initiatives, projects and EU Missions;
advancing policies through Mutual Learning Events and Policy Dialogues; and strengthening multi-
level governance by fostering closer coordination between cities, regions, national and EU
policymakers. Through CapaCITIES 2.0 project, which supports national and regional authorities in
creating the right conditions for cities to achieve climate neutrality, ERRIN co-leads efforts to identify
challenges, leverage enablers and share best practises on how regions can more effectively support
cities in their territories and how cities themselves can be more proactive in reaching this goal, as well
as spur joint action through European and international initiatives.

More details about the Working Groups and the projects can be found at the end of this file.


https://errin.eu/RI-Policy/Missions/Cities
https://errin.eu/RI-Policy/Missions/Cities
https://errin.eu/projects/netzerocities
https://errin.eu/projects/capacities-20
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CLUSTER CALENDAR

Date Topic Responsible
18 February EU Agenda for Cities in practice: next steps and Smart Cities WG
funding opportunities for innovative action
12 March Lessons learned from Clean Hydrogen Energy and Clean Transition
Partnership call 2025 on Hydrogen Valleys and WG
Hydrogen Valleys Facility
26 March Funding and policy frameworks for clean and | Transport WG
resilient mobility
5 May Net-Zero Industry Act: implementation, Energy and Clean Transition
competitiveness and regional opportunities WG
19 May EU Energy systems and grids Energy and Clean Transition
WG
3 June Sustainable and Affordable Housing Energy and Clean Transition
WG, Smart Cities WG
11 June Joint Meeting with the S3 Hydrogen Valleys Energy and Clean Transition
Partnership on Hydrogen Valleys WG
22 June European Automated Mobility Initiatives: From Transport WG
Research and Testing to Deployment
18 September Climate adaptation Finance for cities and regions | Smart Cities WG, Adaptation
WG
October Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys Energy and Clean Transition
WG
November Site visit on inspiring NEB solutions in Belgium Smart Cities WG, NEB &
Creativity WG
November Al and mobility: Al-enabled transport and e- | Transport WG
mobility integration into smart grids
December Preparedness of infrastructure and dual use Cluster Activity
ACTIVITIES

Low Carbon area in the next Multiannual Financial Framework

Annual workstream
Cluster Activity

Responsible co-leaders: Jeanne Fabreguettes, Pieter Faber, Anthony Van de Ven, Emilia Pernaa,

Frangoise Guaspare

In 2026, the Low Carbon Cluster has initiated a dedicated cluster-level workstream on the next EU
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), a decisive year for shaping the Union’s long-term budget
priorities. This work will be carried out in complementarity with the Strategic Cluster, ensuring
coherence across ERRIN policy work while allowing for targeted thematic input. In a context where
the role of local authorities and place-based approaches risks being weakened, notably in the design
of the future European Competitiveness Fund (ECF), the Cluster focuses in particular on the Low
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Carbon dimension. During the first half of the year, ERRIN collected its members’ investment needs
related to the future ECF. This mapping and analysis helped identify priority areas for the Low Carbon
Cluster’s advocacy, as well as for ERRIN more broadly. During the second half of the year, the objective
will be to ensure the broad dissemination of these investment needs to the European institutions, in
particular the European Commission.

Cities Mission
Annual workstream

Responsible WG: Smart Cities WG
Responsible co-leaders: Runa Monstad, Alis Socea, Pieter Faber

The "100 Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities by 2030’ EU Mission remains a key priority for the network
and the Smart Cities Working Group, and therefore the WG continues to have a dedicated
workstream. As the implementation phase of the Climate City Contracts (CCCs) progresses, peer
learning and policy work are more important than ever to help address the barriers cities face in
scaling up their climate action.

The Cities Mission is also evolving towards stronger synergies with the Adaptation Mission and will
now support cities in financing adaptation through its Climate City Capital Hub. An ERRIN meeting on
this initiative will be organised in September.

The Smart Cities Working Group Leaders will also hold a bilateral meeting with the Mission Secretariat
at the European Commission (DG RTD) to discuss the support given to cities until 2030 and 2050.

Affordable and Sustainable Housing

Annual workstream

Responsible WG: Smart Cities WG, Energy and Clean Transition WG
Responsible co-leaders: Alis Socea, Andrei Moscal, Anthony van de Ven

Following the seminar organised by ERRIN, Lille Métropole and Lyon Métropole EU Offices, and Cities
Northern Netherlands on 3 May, the implementation of the Affordable Housing Plan, presented by
the European Commission on 16 December 2025, remains a key priority for the Smart Cities and the
Energy and Clean Transition Working Groups. ERRIN will therefore closely follow the development of
the Affordable Housing Act, expected at the end of 2026.

In parallel, ERRIN has joined the Affordable Housing Alliance established by the European Commission.
The Alliance is an open platform that brings together Member States, regions, cities and stakeholders
to harness housing expertise and best practices from across Europe, fostering knowledge exchange
and mutual learning.
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Adaptation Finance for cities and regions

18 September

Responsible WG: Smart Cities WG, Adaptation WG
Online

ERRIN and Climate KIC will organise an information session on the new services offered by the Climate
City Capital Hub, currently implemented by NetZeroCities under the Adaptation Mission and the Cities
Mission. The Hub aims to facilitate both public and private finance for sustainable urban development
and empowers cities to achieve their climate goals and drive impactful projects, through both
technical assistance and capital facilitation.

Until now, the Capital Hub focused only on mitigation projects, but has recently expanded its scope to
support local authorities in securing financing for adaptation projects. During this session,
representatives of the Capital Hub will present the new support services for cities and regions,
including the eligibility criteria, the types of support available and the timeline.

Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys

October

Responsible WG: Energy and Clean Transition WG
Responsible co-leaders: Jeanne Fabreguettes, Emilia Pernaa
Online

Building on the seminar organised in the first half of the year (see Past Activities section below), the
Energy & Clean Transition WG will continue supporting members in exploring the opportunities
offered by the Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys (NZAVs) introduced under the Net-Zero Industry Act
(NZIA).

An online information session will be organised in the autumn with representatives from the European
Commission (DG GROW), who will provide an update on the implementation of the NZIA, the current
state of play of existing Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys and the recently launched Network of Net-Zero
Acceleration Valleys. The session will also present upcoming opportunities for regions and regional
stakeholders to engage with the initiative. Particular attention will be given to the benefits of
becoming a Net-Zero Acceleration Valley, including opportunities to strengthen regional industrial
ecosystems, attract investment, accelerate the deployment of net-zero technologies and reinforce
collaboration across strategic value chains.

Throughout the second half of the year, the Working Group will continue engaging in bilateral
discussions with DG GROW on the evolution of the Net-Zero Acceleration Valley initiative and its links
to the forthcoming Industrial Accelerator Act (IAA) and the European Competitiveness Fund (ECF). This
activity builds on ERRIN's previous work by supporting members in understanding the practical
implementation of the NZIA, identifying opportunities for regional engagement and positioning their
innovation ecosystems within Europe's evolving industrial and competitiveness agenda.
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Site visit on inspiring NEB solutions in Belgium

November
Responsible WG: Smart Cities WG, and NEB and Creativity WG

The Smart Cities and NEB & Creativity Working Groups will organise a joint study visit to a New
European Bauhaus (NEB)-related site in Brussels or its wider vicinity. The visit will showcase an
inspiring example of how the green transition can be combined with high-quality design, aesthetics
and improvements to the living environment.

Participants will explore concrete, place-based solutions that integrate sustainability, innovation and
social value at local level, and engage in exchanges with local actors and project representatives. The
visit will foster peer learning and reflection on how NEB principles can be translated into urban and
regional practice, highlighting people-centred approaches to sustainable urban development.

Al and mobility: Al-enabled transport and e-mobility integration into smart grids
November

Responsible WG: Transport WG

Responsible co-leaders: Francisco Vigalondo, Marcus Gopfert

In-person/hybrid meeting

This follow-up meeting will build on the Transport Working Group event held in November 2025 on Al
in transport and the implementation of the European Al Strategy. The discussion will aim to further
develop a holistic regional perspective on the deployment of Al in the transport sector, linking policy
developments with practical implementation challenges and opportunities for regional innovation
ecosystems.

The first part of the meeting will explore how Al can enhance mobility ecosystems, interoperability
and cross-border cooperation, including through the future European Mobility and Logistics EDIC. It
will provide an opportunity to discuss the role of regions and their innovation ecosystems in the
development and uptake of interoperable, Al-enabled mobility solutions.

A second strand, developed in cooperation with the ICT Working Group, will examine how Al can
support the integration of e-mobility into smart grids. Particular attention will be given to optimising
the interaction between electric vehicles, charging infrastructure, renewable energy sources and
electricity networks.

The meeting will facilitate knowledge exchange between regional representatives, European

institutions, research and industry stakeholders, while identifying opportunities for future
collaboration and policy engagement.
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Preparedness of infrastructure and dual use

November/December

Responsible WG: Transport WG (lead), Energy & Clean Transition WG (support)
Responsible co-leaders: Francisco Vigalondo, Marcus Gopfert
In-person/hybrid meeting

This activity will address the preparedness, resilience and dual-use potential of transport and energy
infrastructures in light of growing security, defence and climate-related challenges. The discussion will
focus on how regions can integrate resilience, security and defence considerations into infrastructure
planning while maintaining coherence with climate and sustainability objectives.

The activity will also contribute to ERRIN’s broader work on resilience, security and defence,
highlighting the role of regional and local authorities and considering how their needs and priorities
can be reflected in future EU policies and funding programmes.

The meeting will explore the resilience of critical infrastructures, with particular attention to railway
systems and multimodal connectivity. It will also examine how security and defence considerations
can be better embedded or support local and regional planning processes.

PAST ACTIVITIES

EU Agenda for cities in practice: next steps and funding opportunities for innovative
actions

18 February

Responsible WG: Smart Cities (lead), Energy and Clean Transition (support)

Responsible co-leaders: Essi Virtanen, Anthony van de Ven

In-person and hybrid meeting (for colleagues in the region)

The Smart Cities Working Group will organise an event dedicated to the EU Agenda for Cities,
presented by the European Commission in December 2025. This major initiative for cities, both large
and small, is one of the Working Group’s priority topics. The event will provide an opportunity to
present the initiative and its impact on cities and regions. Since the key actions of the EU Agenda for
Cities are planned for the next Multi-annual Financial Framework, such as the integration of the urban
dimension into National and Regional Partnership Plans and the creation of the EU Cities Platform.
The Working Group may decide to make it a priority workstream to continue the dialogue with the
Commission and influence the design of upcoming actions.

At the same time, a dedicated session will outline funding opportunities under the European Urban
Initiative. This will offer members the chance to prepare for upcoming call for proposals and to
network for consortium-building. The calls for proposals will be published in early 2026, with a budget
of 60 million euros from the ERDF, expected to support approximately 30 projects across Europe.
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Hydrogen Valleys: lessons learned and opportunities for 2026
12 March

Responsible WG: Energy & Clean Transition

Responsible co-leaders: Jeanne Fabreguettes

In-person and hybrid meeting (for colleagues in the regions)

Building on the activities carried out between 2023 and 2025, the Energy and Clean Transition Working
Group will continue its work on Hydrogen Valleys in 2026. In close cooperation with the S3 Hydrogen
Valleys Partnership, the Working Group will organise, in early March, a session dedicated to funding
for Hydrogen Valleys. This session will draw on lessons from the 2025 Clean Hydrogen Partnership
(CHP) calls for proposals to help members prepare for the 2026 round. Project beneficiaries will be
invited to share insights from their successful proposals, alongside contributions from the CHP
Secretariat. The session will also explore key funding challenges, opportunities beyond CHP, and the
role of the EIB, including approaches to blended finance.

The Working Group will also support members in fully leveraging the Hydrogen Valleys Facility, which
began operating in early 2025 and has provided assistance to its first cohort of projects. The Facility
offers two levels of Project Development Assistance (PDA): PDA Light for advancing concepts into
detailed proposals, and PDA Plus for completing feasibility studies and preparatory work up to the
final investment decision. A dedicated workshop meeting will focus on the Facility’s operational
aspects including the application process, its value for Hydrogen Valleys regional ecosystem
development and inspiration for regions interested in applying to the second call for expressions of
interest, expected to open in 2026.

Throughout the year, the Working Group will continue facilitating discussions on the practical rollout
of Hydrogen Valleys, examining linkages with the Net Zero Industry Act (NZIA), the Net-Zero
Acceleration Valleys initiative and the future European Competitiveness Fund (ECF).

ERRIN will maintain its bilateral engagement with the S3 Partnership on Hydrogen Valleys, the
European Commission, the Clean Hydrogen Partnership and the regional pillar of Hydrogen Europe,
ensuring that regional perspectives are represented and members’ needs are addressed.

Funding and policy frameworks for clean and resilient mobility
26 March

Responsible WG: Transport

Responsible co-leader: Frangoise Guaspare

In-person

This activity will explore how the next EU budgetary and policy cycle will shape support for clean,
resilient and competitive mobility.

Particular attention will be given to the future Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF): the proposed
European Competitiveness Fund (ECF), the next Horizon Europe programme and the Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF), and their implications for regional transport priorities. The discussion will also
address support for EU Missions, in particular the Cities Mission, under the future Competitiveness
Fund.
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Beyond funding opportunities, the discussion will address broader strategic developments affecting
the transport sector and Europe’s strategic autonomy, including transport-related IPCEls and
emerging approaches to innovation procurement and private funding. While regions are not directly
represented in IPCEls, the session will consider their indirect relevance through company and
technology provider participation at the national level and the potential interest for regional
innovation ecosystems.

Seminar on the role of regions in Europe’s Clean Transition: focus on Net-Zero
Acceleration Valleys and industrial competitiveness

5 May

Responsible WG: Energy & Clean Transition WG

Responsible co-leaders: Emilia Pernaa

In-person

The West Finland EU Office, with the support of ERRIN, organised a seminar to discuss the role of
regions in supporting Europe’s clean transition and strengthening industrial competitiveness. The
event will focus in particular on the development of Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys under the Net-Zero
Industry Act (NZIA), as well as on the regional dimension of the European Competitiveness Fund (ECF)
and the Industrial Accelerator Act.

The seminar will bring together representatives from the European Commission, representatives from
Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys, regional authorities and stakeholders to exchange views on current EU
initiatives.

EU Energy System and grids: state of play and territorial perspectives
19 May

Responsible WG: Energy & Clean Transition WG

Responsible co-leaders: Joél Audenaerde, Anthony van de Ven

In-person

In 2026, the Energy & Clean Transition Working Group will launch a new workstream focused on
European energy grids, responding to the Commission’s plans to accelerate infrastructure
development across the continent. The upcoming European Grids Package, expected at the end of
2025, will set the framework for addressing grid congestion and improving energy reliability.

The workstream will provide a platform for ERRIN members to exchange knowledge and experiences
on local strategies to manage grid congestion, including stakeholder engagement in European projects
and the deployment of decentralised solutions such as closed distribution systems and energy
communities. Discussions will also explore the financial and operational challenges of grid
modernisation, including long-term return on investment and links to spatial and urban planning.

A central focus of the workstream will be innovation and financing, particularly the role of the
European Investment Bank (EIB) in supporting experimental projects and blended finance solutions.
The session will highlight how regions can adopt innovative planning, technology and financing models
to create flexible, resilient and future-proof energy grids. This workstream aims to support regional
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authorities in shaping local and European strategies, fostering innovation and maximising
opportunities arising from the EU’s clean energy transition.

Seminar on the EU Affordable Housing Plan

3 June

Responsible WG: Energy & Clean Transition WG and Smart Cities WG (lead), NEB & Creativity WG,
Adaptation & Resilience WG (support)

Responsible co-leaders: Anthony van de Ven, Andrei Moscal, Alis Socea

In-person

Following the release of the European Affordable Housing Plan in December 2025, which aims to
tackle structural drivers of the housing crisis and mobilise both public and private investments, ERRIN
will dedicate a workstream to housing from multiple perspectives: energy transition, social inclusion,
urban development and resilience. The Plan foresees technical assistance for cities and Member
States, with a strong focus on the investment, skills and systemic innovation required to deliver
sustainable, affordable housing across Europe.

This activity will be closely linked to major energy policy developments, including the upcoming EU
Heating and Cooling Strategy (Q1 2026), ongoing work on grid congestion and flexibility solutions, and
broader topics such as building renovation and energy efficiency, integration of renewables in
residential areas, demand-side management and climate-resilient construction. Together, these policy
files shape how regions and cities can transition their housing stock while ensuring affordability.

To unpack the relevance of the Affordable Housing Plan for regional and local authorities, the Energy
& Clean Transition and Smart Cities Working Groups, together with the New European Bauhaus
Working Group and Adaptation & Resilience Working Group, will organise a dedicated meeting. The
European Commission will be invited to present the plan and reflect on how it aligns with key
initiatives such as the New European Bauhaus, the Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities Mission, and
ongoing energy transition priorities.

The meeting will highlight the importance of innovation as a core enabler of sustainable and
affordable housing — ranging from technical and social innovations to digital and financial solutions. It
will also reflect the European Commission’s expectations for regions and cities to play an active role
in piloting and scaling innovative approaches, fostering local innovation ecosystems and contributing
to a more energy-efficient, climate-resilient and inclusive built environment.

Joint Meeting with the S3 Hydrogen Valleys Partnership on Hydrogen Valleys and Upcoming
EU Priorities

11 June

Responsible WG: Energy & Clean Transition WG

Responsible co-leaders: Jeanne Fabreguettes

In-person and hybrid meeting (for colleagues in the regions)
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The Energy and Climate Change Working Group is co-organising, together with the S3 Hydrogen

Valleys Partnership, a meeting dedicated to Hydrogen Valleys. This session follows up on the meeting
held on 12 March on 'Hydrogen Valleys: lessons learned and opportunities for 2026'.

The meeting will take place on 11 June at 15:30, immediately after the closed General Assembly of
the S3 Partnership scheduled from 13:45 to 15:30. It will be held in person at the Brittany Region EU
Office, located at Rond-Point Schuman 11. Online participation will be available to members or
colleagues working in the regions who are unable to travel to Brussels.

The joint meeting will feature speakers from the European Commission. Representatives from DG
GROW will provide an update on the state of play and upcoming activities of the European Clean
Hydrogen Alliance, including links with other EU initiatives such as the Industrial Accelerator Act (1AA)
and the Net-Zero Acceleration Valleys under the Net-Zero Industry Act (NZIA). DG RTD representatives
will complement the discussion with an update on the future of Hydrogen Valleys.

European automated mobility initiatives: From research and testing to deployment
22 June

Responsible WG: Transport

Responsible co-leaders: Frangoise Guaspare

In-person/hybrid meeting

Connected, Cooperative and Automated Mobility (CCAM) continues to be a strategic area for Europe's
transport transition, bringing together research, innovation, testing and deployment activities across
multiple European initiatives and policy frameworks.

This ERRIN Transport Working Group meeting will provide an opportunity to explore the latest
developments in the European automated mobility landscape and discuss how different initiatives
contribute to the large-scale deployment of automated mobility solutions across Europe.

The session will feature updates from the European Commission on key ongoing initiatives, including
the CCAM testbeds, ECAVA, ADA Cities and the evolving European research and innovation landscape
supporting automated mobility. Speakers will also provide insights into current discussions related to
future European partnerships and collaborative frameworks in this field.

The meeting will offer ERRIN members the opportunity to exchange directly with Commission
representatives and stakeholders on the challenges and opportunities associated with the
deployment of automated mobility solutions in regions and cities. Particular attention will be given to
the role of local and regional authorities in testing, implementing and scaling innovative mobility
solutions, as well as the importance of collaboration between public authorities, industry, research
organisations and innovation ecosystems.

The session will conclude with an interactive discussion on future priorities, deployment needs and

opportunities for regional and local stakeholders to engage in and benefit from European automated
mobility initiatives.
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OTHER TOPICS TO BE MONITORED:
Important topics to be monitored:

e Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T): SUMPs (Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans),
urban nodes

e Ticketing Package

e  Multimodal Digital Mobility Services (MDMS)

e Batteries

e Other European Partnerships: Driving Urban Transition (DUT), Clean Energy Transition (CET),
Clean Aviation, Zero-emission waterborne transport, Europe’s rail, Built4People, Batt4EU

OPPORTUNITIES AND OUTPUTS IN ERRIN PROJECTS
NetZeroCities

Policy and Partnerships

In the NetZeroCities project, policy labs focusing on regulatory innovation at EU level are currently in
the drafting phase, it has been identified a deep dive in the Gas Package for Q1 2026, more info will
follow. Nevertheless, strengthening the policy framework in multi-level engagement is one key
priority of NetZeroCities from 2026, particularly in public procurement and to operationalise high-
impact partnerships with cross-sectoral EU initiatives on research and innovation projects, ERRIN
secretariat will inform about opportunities raising along 2026.

Peer-learning between Mission Cities and mission-minded cities

NetZeroCities has launched the 5th cohort of the Twinning Learning Programme, a 12-month peer-
learning opportunity under the EU Mission for Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities by 2030. Cities
participating in a NetZeroCities partner initiative/project are eligible to join this new cohort. The
programme will pair municipalities from EU partner projects with Mission Cities to exchange practical
experiences, learn from proven climate-action approaches, and develop a joint action plan. It includes
a series of online workshops and two site visits. Matchmaking Days will take place in Spring 2026, with
the programme running from Autumn 2026 to Autumn 2027. The programme will engage only 10
Mission Minded Cities in this cohort, based on the preference expressed by the Mission Cities after
the spring 2026, matchmaking days.

Phase 1 of the Online Discussion Groups (Learn from Actionable Climate Solutions from Mission Cities)
is coming to an end, and after Phase 2 takes place in January-February 2026 (Problem-solving technical
sessions), actively participating cities will have the opportunity to apply to the different group study
visits in Mission Cities. These field trips are aimed at going in-depth on the knowledge exchange. The
travel costs will be covered by the NetZeroCities budget and the exchanges will be supported by
facilitators.
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CapaCITIES 2.0

Through its involvement in the CapaCITIES 2.0 project, which started in May 2025, ERRIN will build on
the work carried out in NetZeroCities project and its multi-level governance experiences to further
explore and strengthen the key role of regions in implementing the EU City Mission, thanks to
expanding existing national platforms and establishing new ones across the EU. ERRIN will play a key
role in identifying and enhancing regional level enabling conditions, assessing how regions can better
assist cities in achieving climate neutrality targets, while enhancing collaboration and impact by
facilitating dialogues and exchanges between different governance levels: a key element introduced
in this new project phase.

Activities for regions will include liaise with national governments on how to share best practices
across the EU, identify barriers within (and among) countries and how to overcome them. Currently a
form is in the making and it will be sent to regions for collect inputs about pros and cons on how the
multi-level governance works in their territories. Moreover, international projects (such as Driving
Urban Transition, UN-Habitat, etc.) will be engaged with CapaCITIES activities in several fora.

MORE INFORMATION: WORKING GROUPS AND LEADERS

Energy & Clean Transition Working Group

As of 2026, the Energy and Climate Change Working Group has been renamed ‘Energy and Clean
Transition Working Group’ to align with the terminology used in the future ECF and Horizon Europe,
emphasising EU leadership in clean transitions, industrial decarbonisation, and a seamless investment
journey. The Energy & Clean Transition Working Group acts as a platform for ERRIN members to
discuss and share information on energy and climate-related policies, legislation and funding
instruments. In line with the European Green Deal objectives, REPowerEU, the Clean Industrial Deal
and the European Commission’s 2024-2029 political priorities on competitiveness, resilience and
climate neutrality, the Working Group focuses on strengthening regional and local contribution to the
clean transition. Key thematic priorities include Hydrogen Valleys and net-zero industrial ecosystems,
energy grids and infrastructure resilience, renewable energy integration and flexibility, sustainable
and affordable housing, and the energy dimension of smart and climate-neutral cities. Against the
backdrop of the upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework and the proposed European
Competitiveness Fund, the Working Group will support members in anticipating legislative
developments, shaping policy debates and accessing EU funding opportunities, while promoting place-
based innovation and the twin green and digital transitions.

LEADERS

e Joel Audenaerde, Province of Flevoland (The Netherlands), joel.audenaerde@flevoland.nl

e Jeanne Fabreguettes, Région Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes (France),
jeanne.fabreguettes@auvergnerhonealpes.fr

e Andrei Moscal, North-East Regional Development Agency (Romania),
andrei.moscal@adrnordest.ro

e Emilia Pernaa, West Finland European Office, emilia.pernaa@westfinland.be

e Thor Straume, Trgndelag European Office (Norway), thor.straume@trondelageo.no
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e Anthony van de Ven, Brainport-Eindhoven (The Netherlands),
anthony.vd.ven@eindhoven.nl

Smart Cities Working Group

The Smart Cities Working Group serves as a platform to provide early insights into priorities and
funding opportunities related to Smart Cities, with a particular focus on the EU Mission on 100 climate-
neutral and smart cities by 2030. The Working Group aims to foster the exchange of experiences and
facilitate matchmaking to support the creation of new partnerships and projects. Taking an integrated
and holistic approach, the Working Group addresses key topics such as citizen engagement, data-
driven policy-making and innovative governance models for smart cities.

LEADERS

e Pieter Faber, Cities Northern Netherlands, p.faber@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu

¢ Runa Monstad, Stavanger Region European Office, Runa.Monstad@stavangerregion.no

e Alis Socea, North-East Regional Development Agency, alis.socea@adrnordest.ro

e Anna Jorgensen, South Denmark EU Office, ajo@southdenmark.eu / Helle Bech Sg@rensen-
Hylle, South Denmark EU Office, hbh@southdenmark.be (maternity leave)

e Miia Paananen-Docx, Turku-Southwest Finland European Office, miia.paananen-
docx@turku.fi (maternity leave)

Transport Working Group

The Transport Working Group promotes cooperation and facilitates dialogue among ERRIN members
in the field of innovative mobility and transport solutions. It also serves as a crucial intermediary
between members and EU institutions to raise awareness on the regional and local dimensions of the
thematic areas. The group fosters discussion on new developments in EU policy related to transport
and mobility, with a particular emphasis on research and innovation. Additionally, it plays a crucial
role in facilitating project development and encouraging regional participation in European projects.

LEADERS
e Marcus Gépfert, Stuttgart Region European Office, marcus.goepfert@region-stuttgart.de
e Francoise Guaspare, lle-de-France Europe, francoise.guaspare@iledefrance-europe.eu
e Francisco Vigalondo, Aragdn Exterior, francisco.vigalondo@aragonexterior.es
e Karim Hassan Hosny, ACCIO — Catalonia Trade & Investment Agency,
khassan@catalonia.com

ERRIN CONTACTS

Energy & Clean Transition Smart Cities Transport
SILVIA GHIRETTI PAUL BRUNET GAIA MAROTTA
silvia.ghiretti@errin.eu paul.brunet@errin.eu gaia.marotta@errin.eu
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LOW CARBON CLUSTER 2026 TIMELINE

Industrial Accelerator Act
(25 February)

Electrification action plan,
including heating and
cooling (Q1 2026)

Bank {Q2)

May)

Cities Mission Annual

Conference in Turin (27-29

European Sustainable
Energy Week (9-11 June)

Hydrogen Valley Days
(TBC)

JANUARY FEBRUARY _g» _ MARCH _g» __APRIL __g» __ MAY g JUNE g

Smart Cities meeting:
EU Agenda for Cities in

practice

Energy & Clean Transition
meeting:

Lessons learned from
Clean Hydrogen
Partnership call 2025 and
Hydrogen Valleys Facility

Transport meeting:
Funding and policy
framewaorks for clean and
resilient mobility

Energy & Clean
Transition meeting:

Net-Zero Industry Act:
implementation,
competitiveness and
regional opportunities

Energy & Clean

Transition meeting:
Energy Grids

Energy & Clean Transition
meeting:

Joint Meeting with the 53
Hydrogen Valleys Partnership
on Hydrogen Valleys

Transport meeting: European
automated mobility initiatives: From
research and testing to deployment

Cluster activities

Transport WG

Smart Cities WG B cEnergy 2 Clean Transition WG D ERRIN Projects . EU-level activities
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LOW CARBON CLUSTER 2026 TIMELINE

EU Hyd Week (26-30
ydrogen Week ( Climate package for the
October)
decade ahead (Q4)

Energy Union package for . .
the decade ahead (Q3) Circular Economy Act (Q3 Smart City Expo in
1

Barcelona [03-05 Construction Services Act
o)) November) (Qa)
European Mobility Week
] 1

p Iy g AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Energy & Clean

Transition meeting:
Met-Zero Acceleration
Valleys

Smart Cities site visit:
On inspiring New
European Bauhaus
solutions in Belgium (with

Smart Cities meeting:
Climate adaptation
Finance for cities and

regions (with NEB WG)

Climate adaptation and

resilience WG) .
Transport meeting:
Al and maobility: Al-enabled
transport and e-mobility
integration into smart grids

Cluster activities Transport WG Smart Cities WG . Energy & Clean Transition WG D ERRIN Projects . EU-level activities
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