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"Personalised medicine refers to a medical model using 
characterisation of individuals’ phenotypes and genotypes 
(e.g. molecular profiling, medical imaging, lifestyle data) for 
tailoring the right therapeutic strategy for the right person at 
the right time, and/or to determine the predisposition to 
disease and/or to deliver timely and targeted prevention"

Definition developed by the Advisory group for the H2020 Health, demographic change and well-being 
challenge 2

Council Conclusions on Personalised 
Medicine (PM) for patients (2015/C 421/03)



• Citizens' secure access to their health data, 
also across borders;

• Personalised medicine through shared 
European data infrastructure;

• Citizen empowerment with digital tools for user 

feedback and person-centred care.



EC Communication Health and Care in 
the Digital Single Market (April 2018)

Personalised medicine:  

• Coordination of stakeholders to share data and 
infrastructure; 

• Development of technical specifications for secure 
access and cross-border exchange of health datasets; 

• Pilot actions to demonstrate benefits.



Actions to support inter-regional 
cooperation in the area of Health R&I

▪ Participation of regions in the IC Permed initiative

▪ Mapping of the Health R&I priorities in RIS3

▪ Thematic Partnerships, under the DG JRC Smart
Specialisation Platform for Industrial Modernisation

▪ EU Regions Workshop for PM organised by DG RTD
in May 2017

▪ Coordination and Support projects under grant
agreement preparation, for regions with interest in
the area of personalised medicine.

▪ R&I Days session ”Personalised Medicine and the
Regional Dynamics”



International Consortium 
for Personalised Medicine

• Collaboration of research funders and policy 
makers from EU Member States and beyond

• Establish Europe as a global leader in PM research

• Support the PM science base through a coordinated 
approach to research  

• Provide evidence to demonstrate the benefit of PM to 
citizens and healthcare systems

• Pave the way for PM approaches for citizens

• Implementation of a Roadmap based on PerMed
Strategic Research Agenda (SRIA)
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Circle of the five Challenges



State of the play 

• ICPerMed secretariat, funded by a EC CSA
grant

• Action Plan 2017: set of activities forming the
work programme over the next two years. To be
updated

• ERA PerMed: a European Research Area
Network to align funding of national (and regional)
support to trans-national research projects; yearly
calls from 2018

• First ICPerMed Conference 2018

• ICPerMed Vision Paper 2019



• Austria                               

• Brazil

• Canada + British       
…….Columbia Region

• Croatia

• Cyprus

• Czech Republic

• Denmark

• Estonia

• EU as observer

• Finland

• France

• Germany

• Hungary

• Ireland

• Israel

• Italy + Lombardy Region
• Lithuania
• Luxembourg
• Moldova
• Netherlands
• Norway
• Poland
• Portugal
• Romania
• Slovenia
• Spain + Regions Basque 

Country & Navarre
• Sweden
• Switzerland
• Turkey

Members active in the IC PerMed





SAPHIRE: To establish an inclusive network and support 
interregional collaborations, identifying needs and activities in 
line with ICPerMed and smart specialisation strategies

Regions4PerMed: To support the regional dimension of 
ICPerMed and promote personalised healthcare through 
cooperation and coordination, creating a participatory 
approach and channelling investments towards Personalised 
Health

Actions in support ICPerMed
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Mapping regional Health R&I priorities

▪ Available data

➢ RIS3, publicly available documents (in various 
languages, at various NUTS levels)

➢ 136 RIS3 available on the web have been analysed

➢ Health R&I priorities extracted from the RIS3

➢ Regional authorities contacted for comments.

"Regional Innovation Strategy - Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur Region  - 

2014". One of the 5 areas for strategic activities is: (3) "Health and Food" 

(page 28): (3.1) Improving the management of the patient with early 

detection, assistance to medical diagnostic and the development of 

medical devices: (3.1.1) Predictive biomarkers for improving disease 

prevention; (3.1.2) In vivo imaging; (3.1.3) Immunotherapy; (3.1.4) Areas 

of neuroscience, oncology, infections; (3.1.5) Development of the 

Eurobiomed cluster on personalised medicine, chronic diseases and rare 

diseases. (3.2) Developing e-health solutions: (3.2.1) processing and 

interpretation of medical images; (3.2.2) telemedicine. (3.3) Preventing 

disease through the promotion of the Mediterranean diet.



Personalised 
Medicine
in the RIS3 
priorities

53 RIS3 out of the 135 
analysed, explicitly 
prioritise Personalised 
Medicine (38%)

No Personalised Medicine
priority

Personalised/stratified/precision
Medicine priority







Personalised Medicine and the Regional Dynamics

Challenges

• The place of the regions in the value chain of personalised

medicine and the need for inter-regional cooperation,

including cross-border.

• The translation of research and innovation into the

healthcare.

• The synergies between the different research and

innovation programmes and their link with the needs of the

EU healthcare systems.



Personalised Medicine and the Regional Dynamics

ICPerMed views

• Many regions have develop regional strategies.

• Best practice and lessons learned often originates and becomes

reality at the regional level.

• Significant datasets at the regional level already exist and could be

made accessible

• National and regional health systems differ in several aspects and in

the way personalised medicine approaches have been implemented.

• Ongoing activities need to be visualised as it will bring added value

and synergy, avoid duplication, affect the whole PM landscape,

sustain more rapid and effective implementation, and promote

research collaboration.



Thank you


