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Background note 

Why it takes place in certain territories and not in others, or in other words, is there a 

relationship between innovation and place-based conditions?  

To try answering this complex question and support with scientific evidence future 

innovation policy designs, the Joint Research Centre (the in-house science and knowledge 

management service of the European Commission) launched in 2017 – in partnership with 

the Committee of the Regions – a research line devoted to the topic of Place-based 

Innovation Ecosystems (PIEs). 

This combined and case study-oriented research cycle is formed by five different PIEs in four 

EU countries and one in the USA. Based on these first results, a case-study comparative 

analysis was carried out to get a better understanding of these cases and to be able to make 

a first step for a future methodological design on PIEs.  Since these first evidences were 

elaborated, published and disseminated at the European Week of Regions and Cities 2019, a 

raising demand was detected to offer practical knowledge for policy makers interested to 

support PIEs development with targeted policy initiatives – from European/international to 

regional/urban levels. 

The workshop  

Based on an integrated approach to the territorial dimension of innovation, the first session 

will scrutinise the key enabling conditions for each investigated local innovation ecosystem 

to flourish, how these are articulated and orchestrated, and how actors in the innovation 

processes are empowered in a way that stakeholders' tacit knowledge is mobilised and 

incorporated into policy decision-making and prioritisation (e.g. for smart specialisation).  

A series of case studies will be presented, each one characterised by the key enabling role 

played by a different type of actor from a Quadruple helix perspective (university, industry, 

government or civil society): 

 Espoo Innovation Garden and Aalto University (Finland)  

 Gothenburg and Volvo companies (Sweden)  

 Ljubljana Start-up Ecosystem and the Technology Park Ljubljana (Slovenia)  

 Barcelona and Digital Social Innovation centres (Spain)  

 Boston-Cambridge Innovation Districts (USA) 

Transversal findings, conclusions and policy recommendations derived from an analytical 

comparison of the five cases will follow.  The second part of the workshop will consists on 

an open debate with policymakers with diverse profiles and roles, aiming to identify and 

understand synergies and opportunities between policy and research that could be further 

explored and exploited by the interested parties. 



Programme: 

 

09:00 – 11:00 Presentation of case studies series and transversal analysis and policy 

recommendations 

 Welcome and Scope of the Workshop 

Markku Markkula, Committee of the Regions &  

Alessandro Rainoldi, Joint Research Centre of the European Commission 

 Place-based innovation ecosystems: why context matters + Gothenburg and 

Volvo companies (Sweden) + Barcelona and Digital Social Innovation centres 

(Spain) 

Gabriel Rissola, Joint Research Centre of the European Commission 

 Espoo Innovation Garden and Aalto University (Finland),  

Taina Tukiainen, Aalto University 

 Ljubljana Start-up Ecosystem and the Technology Park Ljubljana (Slovenia)  

Maja Bučar, University of Ljubljana 

 Boston-Cambridge Innovation Districts (USA) 

Claudia Trillo, University of Salford 

 Case-study comparative analysis: main findings and policy recommendations 

Jürgen Haberleithner, Independent Expert &  

Gabriel Rissola, JRC-EC 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 

 

11:30 – 12:30 Open debate with policymakers 

 

12:30 – 13:00 Wrap-up and final conclusions 

 

13:00 – 14:00 Networking lunch 

 


