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SAVE THE DATE 
and feel free to distribute to your contacts, thanks! 

Friday, 17 May 2019, all day – Brussels, Committee of Regions 

DESIGNSCAPES MID-TERM CONFERENCE 

“Towards a Green Paper on Design Enabled Innovation in Cities” 

DRAFT AGENDA 

Morning 
08:30 Registration of participants 
09:00 Welcome speeches 

- Spyros Spyridon, CoR representative 
- Elena Conti, ANCI Toscana 

09:15 The challenges: Value, Capacity and Competency 
- Overview by: 

Grazia Concilio, Politecnico di Milano 
Nicola Morelli, University of Aalborg  

- Comments by: 
Fridda Flensted-Jensen, City of Copenhagen 
Gianluca Misuraca, JRC Seville 
Adam Thorpe, University of the Arts London 

- Q&A 
10:15 The community at work 

- The Designscapes Open Call for Pilots 
Francesco Molinari, Designscapes Project Manager  

- Comments by: 
Bart Ahsmann, BEDA   
Anna Lisa Boni, EuroCities   
Anna Spechtenhauser, ERRIN 
Fernando Vilarino, ENoLL   

- Discussion 
11:15 Coffee break 
11:30 Introducing “The Green Paper” 

- Brief introduction to the draft made available to 
the delegates 
Ingrid Mulder, TU Delft  

- Instructions for the parallel sessions 
- Q&A 

 

Afternoon 
12:30 Lunch break 
13:45 Start of the parallel sessions 

WG1: Design for Value Generation 
WG2: Design as support of the Innovation Capacity 
of Cities 
WG3: Design as a new Policy Competency  

 
15:45 Final plenary 

- Reports from the three working groups 
- Discussion and next steps 

 
17:00 Closure 
 
We kindly acknowledge the collaboration of: 

BEDA (TBC) 
ERRIN (TBC) 
Eurocities (TBC) 
European Network of Living Labs (TBC) 
JRC Policy Lab (TBC) 

in making this conference possible. 

The Designscapes book is freely available at: 
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030001223 

The draft Green Paper is under construction at: 
https://tinyurl.com/y2phshwo 
Registrations are welcome (80 seats left) at: 
https://forms.gle/ns1Yku2YbdWfC9Vb9 

Disclaimer. The opinions expressed in this conference do not necessary reflect the official standpoints of any EU or MS institution. 
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RATIONALE AND BACKGROUND 

 

What is Designscapes. Designscapes is an EU funded, H2020 Coordination and Support Action whose primary 
aim is to exploit the generative potential of urban environments to encourage the uptake, enhancement and 
up scaling of Design Enabled Innovation by enterprises, start-ups and SMEs, public authorities and agencies, 
NGOs and other stakeholders. 

What is Design Enabled Innovation. As documented in an Open Access Book published with Springer (see the 
reference above), Design Enabled Innovation indicates forms of (incremental or radical) innovation that are 
triggered by design thinking, or by a diffuse, creative problem-solving ability. 

Why the Urban dimension. The Designscapes Book posits that Design Enabled Innovation mobilizes values 
and meanings and leads to solutions that explore and possibly put economic models to test, to find workable 
answers to many unsolved problems in the current urban environments.    

What has Designscapes done so far. That assumption is being validated by co-creating a EU-wide collection of 
case studies of Design Enabled Innovation, in two main ways: 1) through drafting 14 City Snapshots (including 
Athens, Copenhagen, Freiburg, Gabrovo, Guimaraes, Florence, Lisbon, London, Milan, Paris, Rotterdam, Sofia, 
Stuttgart and Valencia) and complementing them with 70 interviews to local stakeholders; 2) through an 
Open Call for Pilots, in 3 consecutive editions (next deadline being May 31, 2019) and an overall budget of 1.5 
million Euros, to be distributed to 100+ Design Enabled Innovation initiatives across the EU Member and 
Associated States. 

Why a Green Paper. Half way through the project’s lifetime, the time is ripe to ignite a broader discussion on 
the usefulness of tackling design as a vertical policy target instead of a mere cross-cutting priority. Other 
concurrent initiatives (such as Design for Europe) are coming to similar conclusions. However, the evidence 
brought about by Designscapes is not only aligned with best practice examples from within and outside the 
EU in terms of policy prioritization and impacts thereof. We are also demonstrating, through the experience of 
the Open Call for Pilots, that relevant results can be obtained also with very small financing budgets. 

Why this Conference. We would like to involve a broad European audience, starting from the representatives 
of the European associations and networks that are sponsoring this event, into the co-creation of the main 
action items to be highlighted in the Green Paper for the attention of European, national and regional policy 
makers engaged in the topics of urban development, diffusion and “democratization” of innovations and 
design.  

What’s next. The text of the Green Paper resulting from the conference proceedings will be put on display in 
a dedicated website, open to the comments and suggestions of additional domain experts or interested 
people. Ultimately, it will be transformed into a White Paper, which will constitute one of the key outputs of 
our project and hopefully a major breakthrough in design and innovation promotion policies in Europe. 


