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The landscape of European initiatives and funding available for regions and cities to strengthen their innovation
ecosystems is very complex. Through its activities, ERRIN has raised many suggestions to include the ecosystem
perspective and regional dimension in Horizon Europe in a more systematic way, while supporting members in
navigating the different opportunities. Awareness, understanding and taking advantage of these EU initiatives
may indeed bring great added value to the development of regional and local innovation ecosystems. At the
same time, another path towards the same objective can be explored in parallel. Exchanging practices,
challenges and solutions with regard to different regional innovation ecosystems’ development journeys can
offer a wide range of useful insights for building and improving the existing structures and their performance.

This ERRIN event organised in line with the Management Board priority on widening and deepening
engagement in R&I, aims to embrace this second approach, offering space for all ERRIN members for mutual
learning and exchanging regional practices without focusing on any specific European initiatives or funding
opportunities. Following a short welcome and introduction from the ERRIN Vice-Chair and secretariat, a few
members will be invited to present their regional innovation ecosystem development journeys, including the
encountered challenges, activities within regions and impact of interregional connections. We will then engage
in interactive activities and discussions to explore together issues such as the key characteristics and factors for
development of a well-functioning regional ecosystem, challenges and ways of tackling them. Finally, after a
wrap-up, there will be a chance for further discussions and exchanging contacts during the networking coffee.

14:00 Welcome
Bogdan Chelariu, ERRIN Vice-Chair, North-East Romania Regional Development Agency

14:05 Developing a regional innovation ecosystem — brief context
Ewa Chomicz, ERRIN Policy and Engagement Manager

14:10 Regional innovation ecosystem development journeys — examples

e South Moravia, Czech Republic — Vendula Novackova, Representation of the South
Moravian Region to the EU

e North-East Romania — Bogdan Chelariu, North-East Romania Regional Development
Agency

e Wielkopolska, Poland — Joanna Kubiak, Wielkopolska Region Brussels Office

e Llapland, Finland — Harri Malinen, University of Lapland

e Central Denmark — Xenia Ramirez Lauritsen, Central Denmark EU Office

e Central Sweden — Rasmus Bergander, Central Sweden European Office

14:50 Interactive activities / discussion
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15:20 Wrap-up

15:30 Networking coffee

16:00 End of meeting



